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Lately, hour by languid hour, day 
by dolorous day, week by lachrymose week, ithas 
become more and more clear that I will not get the 
call to host Saturday Night Live. At least not 
soon. 


This is a disappointment to me. 
Every time a host walks out on that Saturday 
Night stage, it rankles, because it’s so obvious 
that they’re nervous, and their opening bits are 
always straight from the lame-mobile, and they 
clearly are just not prepared to galvanize ten 
million dozing Americans. Unless it’s Steve 
Martin. Of course; he’s Steve Martin. But some 
of these bozos — I don’t know where they get them. I know I could be that good; I mean, 
I’ve been ready to do this for years. I’m sure some of you feel the same way. About you, 
I mean; not me. 

Remember a few seasons back when they ran a contest to pick a host from the 
general public? I would have won that for sure, except I wasn’t quite ready to enter yet. 
Since then I’ve developed a lot more confidence though, from appearing in public, and 
generally being an entertaining bon vivant throughout a two-county area...and at this point 
I’dbeashoo-in. I mean, people’d be saying, “Why haven’t we seen this guy before?” So 
I hope they run that contest again pretty quickly. 

And then when I started working at this newspaper, I thought, “Surely, now that 
I’m the editor of The Valley Comic News, a call from Lorne Michaels is imminent. I’'listay 
by the phone.” 

But it’s been over a year, and he still hasn’t called, and I’m thinking I’ve got to 
start being realistic about this. I mean, sure, there’s a lot of talented people out there. But 
what makes it possible for one person to become famous while another equally talented 
person has to stay home pricing Misses and Ladies Wear at K-Mart? If my research is 
correct, it’s because the famous person had some dirt on the person who hired them. That’s 
why I’m considering retaining a detective to follow Lorne Michaels around. 

I’m pretty sure Lorne Michaels is one of those people who’s got skeletons in his 
closet up the wazoo. IfIcan find out something really seedy about him, he’s bound to give 
mea job soI won’t let the entire entertainment world know what it is. On the other hand, 
if he doesn’ t have anything totally embarrassing to hide, he sure wouldn’t want the gossip- 
loving public to know that either — how can you bea big-shotcultural elite honcho without 
any dirt in the picture? 

It just can’t help at contract time. 

So I’ll probably have to get a really clever detective for this job — somebody 
who’s super excellentateither finding things out ornot finding things out. Kindofaswitch- 
hitter. Then I'll just sit back and anticipate how much hosting Saturday Night Live is going 
to jump-start my career. With this sure-fire plan, I think I can start counting the hours until 
the call comes. 
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THE “C” WORD FOR XMAS — by Teresa M. Truitt 


Only twenty or so shopping days left before the Big Gimmie 
Day, Day of Cosmic Booty, the Spiritual Shakedown. If you’re fairly 
broke this year, don’t despair. You can still give a meaningful gift 
without spending even half the rent money. It’ll require a small 
investment and a little investigation of medical wholesalers, but 
believe me, it’ll be worth the effort for that warm glow of satisfaction 
from all the people on your gift list. 

I’m talking about the “C” word for Xmas: not Condors (endan- 
gered); not Condominiums (devalued)... I’m talking ‘bout condoms. 
Yeah, babe. I’m getting a gross of ’em and stuffing my UNICEF cards 
with at least one per address. 

Think of it! Could any gift be more appreciated? More 
needed? More fun?? Imagine the delight on Aunt Irma’s face when 
she slits open your card, using her battery-operated, Jingle Bells- 
playing, red-and-white Santa Claus letter opener: “Dashing through 
the snow, la la la la, huh...what’s this? AAUGHH!!!” 

Or when your boss opens your card at the office party and Mr.- 
Glow-In-The-Dark pops out like a Jack-in-the-box? Can’t you just see 
his reaction? “Why, thank you for this lovely UNICEF card, the profits 
from which will go to starving and lonély children all over the world, 
dear Employee. You shouldn’t ha—AAUGHH!!” 

This year I’m sending a card to the President and his Missus — 
why the heck not? I can forgive and forget; after all, it’s Xmas. The 
Secret Service probably opens his cards, though. That could be 
interesting: “Stand back, there’s something in this card!” Blam! 
Blam! “Hmmm, ‘Electronically Quality-Control Tested — Finest 
Latex.’ Have a secretary send a thank-you note to the taxpayer for the 
giftenclosed with the card. We’d better test this to make sure it’s safe.” 

My favorite teenaged nephews and nieces will get gift-packs of 
ten each — youth has no problem with quantity discounts. And can’t 
you just see the tree, trimmed to a fare-thee-well with those silver and 
gold foil-wrapped little squares, glimmering by the light of the color 
wheel lamp as it plays on your Mom’s favorite white plastic tree? 

I'll have to make sure I mail early before the overseas crush so 
that my card to His Holiness, Pope John Paul II will be on time. That 
one will probably get a twelve-pack — a little something for the boys 
in the Swiss Guard. 

While I’m in the giving spirit of Xmas, maybe I could send a 
special CARE package to some of my other favorite public figures. 
Justice Clarence Thomas gets natural-skin cola-flavored condoms for 
safe sexual harassment. For Woody Allen, the Guilt Crisis condom, 
printed with pithy sayings, like “What would her mother say?” 
Girlfriend-beater/sensitive folk-rocker Jackson Browne will receive a 
condom big enough for his head. And for Warren Beatty, a Lifetime 
Achievement Condom. Ifhe doesn't wantit, he can give it to Madonna. 

So, deck the halls, folks. Geta move on! Put the “C” back into 
Xmas. Oh, and leave a pack for Santa, too. 
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If you are, take along a copy of The Valley Comic News. 
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You know how you can turn on 
the Court TV channel, thinking “Here’s 
something I'll watch for five, ten minutes 
before | go to work,” and then fourteen 
hours later you're still watching? 

You've beenfired from yourjob. 
Your relatives are looking into commit- 
ting you to the mental hospital. (Of 
course, when you find out about this, 
your first thought is, “I hope they send 
Fred Grahamto coverthe hearing.”) But 
you don't care. Because you have just 
got to find out if the jury will vote for 
second-degree murder or let the guy go. 

| used to think ESPN was the 
most addictive television network ever 
invented, especially during college bas- 
ketball season when you can turn it on 
any time during the day or night, and 
there will be 15,000 seriously deranged 
people jumping up and down like epilep- 
tic monkeys after every shot. You don't 
evenknowwho’s playing, and you watch 
that. 

But that was nothing compared 
to Court TV. They average three or four 
life-or-death verdicts a day (or at least 
prison-or-freedom verdicts). And | can 
never stand that moment when the jury 
comes backwiththe verdict, anditseems 
like an eternity before they get all ‘the 
legal language read properly, and the 
verdict checked over by the judge — 


and then one or two words, and boom, 
it's over. Whenit’s “Guilty,” I've noticed 
that the bailiffs always slap the cuffs on 
the guy immediately. Usually the defen- 
dant is in mental outer space. He didn’t 
expect it to be so slow, and then, when 
it happened, he didn’t expect it to be so 
quick. Sometimes they don’t evenseem 
to realize they're being handcuffed. 

Anyhow, this network is dan- 
gerous. | would imagine that people are 
starting to have it blocked off their cable 
just so they can get some sleep. 

| wrote a column about Court 
TV during its first month on the air — 
abouta year and ahalfago, when every- 
one was claiming it would destroy the 
court system — and now, after a steady 
dietoffamous and not-so-famous-Cases, 
it's actually done the opposite. Maybe 
it's the way Fred Graham and Cynthia 
McFadden and the other anchors report 
the cases, but it’s become almost a 
shrine to the wisdom ofthe legalsystem. 
These people revere lawyers and courts 
and judges and things legal. 

But there’s one part of Court TV 
that really scares me, and probably does 
more to destroy the image of the courts 
as being fair than anything else they do. 
Every afternoon Court TV has a call-in 
show, usually hosted by Cynthia 
McFadden and a guest lawyer, and they 


take calls pertaining to that day’s case. 

Most of the time, the callers 
have obviously watched the entire trial, 
because they know every minute detail 
of the testimony. But here’s the scary 
part: They've all reached a verdict! 

Even if the trial is gonna run 
three weeks, and they've only been 
watching three days, they already know 
who’s innocent, who's guilty, who's ly- 
ing, who’s telling the truth, and what 
should happen now. They'll say things 
like, “There's no way this fellow could be 
a murderer,” or, more often, “He should 
definitely get the death penalty for what 
he did” —«and, of course, this is before 
anyone has proved anything about what 
he did. Sometimes they'll even suggest 
additional people who should be pros- 
ecuted. 

Whenever | watch these phone 
calls, | think, “That person could have 
been on the jury.” Jury selection: isa 
fairly random process. Any of these 
people can end up on a jury. And, after 
all, they do have a right to have opinions 
about the case, simply because they 
watch the whole case. But it’s the way 
they have moral opinions about what’s 
usually just a question of deciding what 
the facts are. 

Up until now, | always thought 
juries were fair. | really did believe that. 


But, if you watch this long enough, you'l| 
decide that juries probably aren't fair. 
Goldang that Court TV — mak- 
ing me think again. 
Excuse me, | gotta go get some 


rest. 


“iron Joe Bob,” Joe Bob's long-awaited 
book claiming his rightful place as the 
leader of the Men’s Movement, is now 
available from Atlantic Monthly Press. 
To discuss the meaning of life with Joe 
Bob, orto get his world-famous newslet- 
ter, write Joe Bob Briggs, PO Box 2002, 
Dallas, TX 75221. Joe Bob's fax line is 
always open: 214-368-2310. COPY- 
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Take it 28 LEAVE IT by um. Boyd See 


Q. | know “Park” is the most popular 
name for streets in this country, but 
what’s the second and third most 

é popular? 
A. Number two is Washington; num- 
ber three is Maple. 

The term “female secretary” during the 
first decade of this century was 
dubbed by one editorialist as “aggres- 
sively feminist.” 

If what you see frightens you, the 
pupils of your eyes get larger. If what 
you see disgusts you, the pupils get 
smaller. . 

The first football shoes were baseball 
spikes. 

It’s specifically against the law in 
Wichita, Kansas, for a father to 
brandish a gun in the presence of his 
daughter's boyfriend. 

Rhode Island was named for the 
Greek Island of Rhodes. 

Lab researchers think the mouse 
population is about equally divided — 


Q. What’s the technical name for this 
slash mark: /? 
A. A virgule. 

Some say the best way to find a 
contact lens dropped in a room is to 
turn out the lights and shine a flash- 

light over the floor. The lens will 

reflect a sparkle. 
The Massachusetts town of Salem 
used to be named “Shalom” — 
Hebrew for “peace.” 


Comanches also used boomerangs. 
By this deep into the holiday season, 
you've seen numerous magazine 
pictures of turkeys roasted to a rich 
brown. For those camera shots, many 
— possibly most — of those turkeys 
were pointed with shoe polish. 


You can’t yawn while you sleep. 
For the origin of “a drop in the bucket,” 
check out Isaiah 40:15 in the King 
James bible. 


An old law in London, England, makes 


Q. How do people generally meet ane 
person they are going to marry’ ; 
A. Eighteen percent meet in restau 
rants. Forty-four percent meet at 
work. Eleven percent meet in the 
homes of friends. 
The original name of the shopping cart 
was “food taxi.” 

You and | in noting directions say 
“northeast” or “southwest.” The 
Japanese say the equivalent of “east- 
north” or “west-south.” 

A traffic law in Israel's Negev requires 
camels to wear reflectors tied to their 

knees. 


All rattlesnakes swim well. 

Fred Barnard of the Street Railways 
Advertising Company wrote an article 
for Printer’s Ink magazine in 1921. A 

phrase he created in it has been 
accredited to dozens of others. It 
was: “One picture is worth a thousand 
words.” 


Left-handers are barred from the 


Q. In the oldtime general stores, cloth 
was called “dry goods,” presumably 
because it was dry. What were “wet 

goods,” if anything? 

A. Rum. Lot of early stores were run 
by New England merchant shippers. 
Their main cargoes were calico and 

rum. They put the cloth on one side of 
the store and the rum on the other. 
Sharks don't kill as many people every 
year as bamyard pigs do. 


Country club record keepers say 
upkeep of just one golf hole costs an 
average of about $25,000 a year. 


It’s known that unnoticed sounds 
pitched too low for the ear to recog- 
nize still can make people sad. 
Those who examine fossils say 
mosquitoes haven't changed in 40 
million years. 

Wedding guests in Morocco throw 
raisins. 

Q. It’s now known that men go to the 

_ supermarket more frequently than 


half right-pawed and half left-pawed. it illegal to kiss in a motion picture game of polo. women do. Why? 
C theater. ° A. More women than men make lists. 
: 9 pe SA 8 rene et : om Onnntert cremate tees oe , 
From England { ek 
Hoopoe ee roe, 


The Clowne 
¢ Imaginative shows for all 


occasions, featuring mime, 
magic, movement, balloon 
wizardry and ritual. 

e Creative classes available. 


Call (413) 259-1605 


Dont Be Fooled By Anyone Else 


PARADISE COPIES 


oe "Overnight Bulk Rates 


\ \ \ Oversized Copies 
\ \ \ Color Copies 

OPEN 
\\ (Saturday 9-5 


30 Crafts Ave., Northampton You l 


copies, So little 


\ \ Binding, Cutting & Folding 
Typesetting & Laser Printing 


Weeknights until 10 pm 


\ ‘Sunday, Noon-7 pm 


found Paradi 
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time... 


CALL 
585-0414 


FAX 
585-0417 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE p 


misters — EANET By Steve Newman 


A string of rare late-ay- 
fa tumn tornadoes ravaged 

parts of 12 states from 
Texas to North Carolina during a 
weekend of terrifying severe weather. 
At least 25 people were killed by the 
storms, including three Cub Scout 
buddies who were staying up late 
during a weekend sleep-over when 
a twister demolished their host's 
house. In Florence, Miss., a six-day- 
‘old baby girl was ripped from her 


father’s arms by a twister and flung” 


into the night. She was found safe 
but for a few scratches following a 
40-minute search through the dark- 
ness. Insurance industry officials 
expect the damage across the re- 
gion to exceed $100 million. 


Tropical Storms 


\ Nearly 5,000 people in the 
Marshall Islands lost their 
homes and a third of the 

territory was declared adisasterarea 
after typhoon Gay struck the north- 
ern part of the island chain. Govern- 
ment officials in Majuro said that 
none of the houses on Wotho Atoll 
was left standing after the storm 
passed. Thecenter of Gay laterwent 
directly over Guam, packing winds 
of 120 miles per hour, but the island 
was spared any significant damage. 

A regenerated tropical cyclone 
Forrest killed five people as it lashed 
southern Bangladesh. Early warn- 
ing from the government weather 
office allowed officials to evacuate 
most coastal residents threatened 
by the storm. 


Volcano Warning 


= A government geologist 
y\N in Indonesia warned that 
the volcano of Mount 


Slamet in central Java is entering a 
dangerous stage and could erupt at 
any time, according to a report inthe 
Jakarta Post. The mountain is one of 
the most active in the country and 
last erupted in 1988. 

Nearby Krakatoa Volcano showed 
no further signs of activity. 


Early Winter 


A sprawling storm that un- 

leashed the season's first 

blizzard on the front range 
of the Rocky Mountains rode into 
parts of Texas, Oklahoma, and Kan- 
sas on howling winds and sub-freez- 
ing cold. Most flights in the region's 
airports were canceled on the eve of 
the most heavily traveled holiday 
period of the year. Large stretches of 
interstate highway were closed due 
to the blinding snow which blew into 
drifts three feet high. 

Heavy snowfall in the mountains 
of eastern and northern Turkey cut 
off nearly 2,500 villages from the 
outside world, the Anadolu news 
agency reported. Worst hit were 
locations along the Black Sea coast 
in Ordu and Zonguldak provinces. 
The storm later swept across the 
Middle East, flooding streets in Is- 
rael and bring the season's first 
snowfall to Mount Hermon, the 
country’s highest point and only 
skiing region. 
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Drought’s End 


Recent rains across south- 
C) ern Africa may be the be- 

ginning of the end of the 
worst drought in living memory. 
Meteorologists say that the timely 
onset of the rainy season during 
November should mean that the 
precipitation will spread northward 
during the next few months. The 
recent drought has been so severe 
that it will take months of good, solid 
rainfallto begin to replenish depleted 
ground-water supplies. 


Earthquakes 
A strong quake centered 
LS] west of the Mediterranean 
island of Crete rattled win- 
dows at dawn in the Cretan town of 
Khania and awakened residents of 
Athens more than 80 miles from the 


epicenter. Puerto Rico was soundly 
rocked by three tremors generated 


by an undersea fault zone in the 


Puerto Rican Trench. Earth move- 
ments were also felt in Romania and 


wero. 


bya, | et pro aT 


Svetlyy, 
Sibett 


For the week ending |: 
November 27, 1992 
©1992 Chronicle Features 


Bulgaria, eastern Japan, the Aleu- 
tian Islands, and the San Francisco 
Bay Area. 


The Pelican Excuse 
Israel's state-owned elec- 
EA tricity corporation at- 
tempted to calm angry 
customers with a new justification 
for the power failures which affected 
thousands of homes during the first 
cold spell of autumn. The Yediot 
Ahranot daily reported that the cor- 
poration claims that thousands of 
migrating pelicans are for the first 
time feeding at fish ponds near two 
major power stations. When the wet 
pelicans perched on nearby power 
lines, they caused massive short cir- 
cuits, electrocuting themselves and 
plunging thousands of homes into 
darkness, the paper said. 


Additional Sources: British Meteorological 
Office, U. S. Climate Analysis Center, U. S. 
Earthquake Information Center, U.S. Military 
Joint Typhoon Warning Center at Guam, and 
the World Meteorological Organization. 
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at Pizzeria Paradiso | BEN 

12 Crafts Avenue 

® Northampton, MA 
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12 Crafts Avenue « 586-1468 Open 7 Nites, After 5m 
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iP Tala ; “Sheriff! Ben Wiggins is ridin’ into town, 
“In this dramatic turn of events, testimony against ae Y mers 2 
Mr. Pumpkineater is about to be given by his sister, For a very brief period, medieval scientists and he’s wearin head SEE ee 
Jeannie Jeannie Eatszucchini.” were known to have dabbled in the merits that he wore when hes : 


of cardboard armor. 


“Mona Lisa 
Collection 


As Seen in 


POP-CULTURE 


ARTIFACTS < “ee 
FOR SELF & HOME Mona Lisa Cookie Jar 


25% OFF 
Faux Fur Pillbox Hats (Reg. $25) 


and Pillows (Reg. $35) 
e 2nd Floor e Northampton ° MA e (413)586-9151 


“yi 


‘ Current Shows: 
Turquoise and Pink: The 50's 
Fonz and Disco: The 70's 
Thorne’s Market 
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O0000... This 
hot be cheap- 


: For several hours, confusion reigned. Early plumbers 
“Indians!” : g ¥P 


Whoa! 
\Excuse me. 


7 


Dy SUOMRy 88) 


HCD DutG Maid REN AG IT 


“What the? ... Waiter! This looks 
like a little slice of heaven!” 


Now L know the varmint 
ves, hangin; but that's 
Heseaie Jaw fo'decide, Not 


aD ‘vou boys You oughta be ashamed! 


SQ Dut SUOMAEY 2ES, 


UL, okay... But 
MY this 1s the last 
A\otrme, dang it? 


<) 2 


Later, Edna was forced to sell her “Be patient, Leona, be patient. ... Zebras won't take 
brussels sprout house. a drink until they know it’s absolutely safe.” 
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LEOLDat 15 


by ROGER SALLoom 


When my cousin Wes was 
10 he would go to the amusement 
park to spend the day. Over the 
big p.a. system he’d hear: 

"WES, PLEASE GOTO 
THe KIELER LOOPS” 

Little Wes would get excited 
and run over to the Killer Loop, 
and stand there looking all around 
not knowing what to do. But he 
would always see somebody 
vomiting, or just finished vomiting. 
No one would say anything to him. 
He'd wander away. 

He never knew why they 
were calling him. This would 
happen 3 or 4 times a day! 

This went on for years... 
every summer when he’d go to the 
park. Wes would run over to the 
Killer Loop when they called his - 
name. ; 

After Wes grew up, we all 
found out that the chief custodian 

“at the park was also named Wes. 
* --—-— To. this day Wes still gets. 
~  Nauseous when he hears his name 

_ (rover a sound system. 
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YoU CAN PRESENT THE . 
MATERIAL, BUT YOU CANT 
MAKE ME CARE. 


QUISIG VOTIONCMA 2661 


un Ag pay 


Dyerpuds S502g [eSj0A 


WHN DONT SUPERHEROES 
GO AFTER MORE SUBTLE, 
REALISTIC BAD GUYS? 


TVE NOTICED THAT COMIC 
BOOK SUPERHEROES USUALLY 
FIGHT ENIL MANIACS WITH 

GRANDIOSE PLANS TO DESTROY 
THE WORLD. 


AND WRITE LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR, AND STUFF. 


SO ITS WRONG 
TO GET REWARDS 
You HAVENT 

EARNED. 


SUSIE, CAN 
I COPY YOUR 
ANSWERS ? 


WITHOUT DOING 
ANY WORK, 


BUT YUL 7ELZ You THAT, 
WHEN I'M AT SCHOOL, MY 
MOM PUTS ON A PATRIOTIC 
LEOTARD, A CAPE, AND 
KNEE-HIGH, HIGH-HEELED 
Boors, AND SHE FIGHTS 
CRIME AS A SUPER HEROINE. 


FOR “SHOW AND TELL” 
TODAY, I DONT HAVE 
ANYTHING To SHOW. 


I HOPE You'Re ALL 
DULY IMPRESSED. 
THANK NOU VERY MUCH. 


WHATS IT 
LIKE? IS 
\T LIKE 
BEING 
A BUG? 


ITS GOTTA BE 
BETTER THAN 
BEING | THE ALTERNATIVE. 
A GIRL? : 


T \MAGINE BUGS AND GIRLS 
HAVE A DIM PERCEPTION 
THAT NATURE PLAYED A 
CRUEL TRICK ON THEM, BUT 
THEY LACK THE INTELLIGENCE 
TO REALX COMPREHEND 
THE MAGNITUDE OF \T. 
I 


yMoR HAS \T SHE'S 
ie TO TWO PACKS 
A DN, 


YEAH, THE SUPERHERO COULD 
ATTEND COUNCIL MEETINGS 


——  _ 
A 


UNFILTERED. 
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I'VE NEVER HEARD OF 
ANNONE WHO COULDNT 
LIVE WITH THAT. 


09 


THATS THE NOTE 

WIS TEACHER ~ 
SENT HOME 
WITH HIM, 


ME THAT 
OUTFIT 
SOMETIME. 


al 
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T MUST'VE PUT MY 
FINGER ON IT. 


ee 
Nee 


I'M HOME! I'M 

FREE! THE REST 

OF THE DAY \s 
ALL MINE! 


FINALY, SOME TIME To MYSELEy 
LIBERTY, PRECIOUS LIBERTE? 
HA HA HA / 


DAD, ARE YOU VICARIOUSLY LIVING |] IF T WERE, You 

ROUGH ME IN THE HOPE THAT MY || CAN BET T’p gc MOM, 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS WILL VALIDATE RE- EVALUATING DAD KEEPS 
YOUR MEDIOCRE MX STRATEGY. INSULTING 


LIFE AND IN SOME 
WAY COMPENSATE 

ALL OF THE 
OPPORTUNITIES 
YoU. BOTCHED ? 


ME. 


f°) 
T LIKE Rocks. SEE HOW SMOOTH IT IS?] ITS A SEDIMENTARY Rock, [You suRE Y mM g 
HERE'S A IT PROBABLY FORMED BY SEDIMENT KNOW A Lor | BALLISTIC 0 mM IC S a € 
NICE ONE. TOOK EONS DEPOSITS, AS OPPOSED To, | ABOUT ROCKS.) MISSILES ; , 
TO GET LIKE £ SAY. AN IGNEOUS ROCK, , FROM GOD, The Best In Comics 
WHICH IS VOLCANIC T CAL ‘EM. 


IN ORIGIN, Back Issues 


Role Playing and 
Strategy Games 


Sports Cards 
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DEAR SANtd, 


This Year, I don't 

WANt ONY Gifts, © 

Just W4N+ LovE aNd 

PEACE foR MY FELLOW 
MaN. 


Lead Figures 


= 
KIND OF RISKY, 
DONT YOU THINK ? 


Video Rental. 
Specializing in 
American and 

Japanese Animation 


IM GUESSING CHEap ELF MY PLAN \S To PUT HIM 
LaboR, LOWER ENVIRONMENTAL ON THE Vane 
standards, aNd tox BREGkS. ; ete a ae 
Is THIS REALLY tHE EXampLeE ; 
You WaNt to SEY foR us 
iMPRESsioON@bLE Kids 7 


DEAR SaNta, 


WhY is YouR opeRation 
Located at tHE North 


Used Comics 


& Games 
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DEAR SaNtq, 
Last Year I asked for 
@ LONG-RaNGE THERMo- 
NUCLEAR “Smart” MiSSiLE 
QNd 4 LAUNCHER. 


Comics & Games 
A8 North Pleasant Street 
(next to Fire Station) 


(41 3)253-3480 


Hours: 11 AM-7PM Monday-Saturday 
11Am-5Pm Sunday 


Instead, I cot socks]| Lets cet with tHe || JUST BECAUSE HE GIVES 
GNA A SHIRE. ObvioUSLY,|! PRogRam, HUL ? {| THE STUFF AWAY FREE, 


You Mixed up mY oRdER HE THINKS HE CAN GET 
WitH SOMEONE Else's. Fi poe eilneeaan: 6 
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humor me 
by Izzy Gesell 


It’s time to plan for New Year’s resolutions. I’m going to 

try and be more organized because, as I take stock of my existence, 
Irealize my trash is the most orderly part of my life. 

Inever gave garbage much thought as I was growing up in 
Brooklyn. All we had to do was bring the stuff downstairs and put 
it into one of the large metal cans in front of the house. Household 
waste was taken away, seemingly free of charge, by uniformed 
members of the NYC Department of Sanitation. Even as a young 
child, I recognized the power of words to sanitize truth. People who 
worked for the Department of Sanitation were garbage men, plain 
and simple. The vehicles that carried them were garbage trucks, 
which may have been pristine white when new, buton the street were 
asunsanitary as Pee Wee Herman’s fondest dreams. Emblazoned on 
these trucks was the department insignia depicting a loin-clothed 
Native American and a Pilgrim-hatted colonist heaving rotten fruit 
at each other. 

The moming of a pick-up found the metal cans lined up 
orderly and respectful, like parochial school kids during a fire drill. 
On top of each can was its cover, chained to the fence to discourage 
the neighborhood kids from engaging in the urban equivalent of 
putting apenny onto the railroad tracks. Peering down the street after 
the garbage had been collected was like looking at a trailer park in 
the wake of a tornado. The metal cans were tossed hither and yon 
onto the sidewalk, a testament to the disdain the workers had for the 
receptacles and the people who filled them. The covers dangled 
from their chains, suggesting some kind of industrial decapitation. 

As a grown-up, I moved into an incinerator building in 
Manhattan. No, this doesn’t mean the structure was prone to fire. It’s 
a term meant to characterize a residence at least one rung up the 
ladder of the American Dream from the tenement so many immi- 
grants first lived in. It was a sign of prosperity to live in a building 
that bumed its own waste rather than have to manually lug garbage 
to the street. The luxury lay in being able to step out of your 
apartment, shuffle a few steps down the hall, opena chute and send 
your garbage to an ashy fate. The challenge was to keep yourself 
from being locked out of the apartment, 

Living in Northampton, I have come full circle and re- 
joined my ancestors in a common tradition. Once again I bring my 
trash outside. However, I don’t take it out to the curb. I take it out to 
the car, get in and drive to the recycling center. I am sure my dear 
departed grandmother would question the progress of civilization if 
she knew I was taking my rubbish for a ride just to throw it away. 

‘ Notonly do! escort it to the dump and pay acover charge 
for the privilege, I have to separate out paper, aluminum, glass and 
an ever-changing array of plastic containers. Here’s my recycling 
setup: A cardboard box for newspapers, magazines, inserts, junk 
mail and letters; a bin for cans, aluminum and glass; a bucket for 
plastic jugs; abag for plastic bottles with #1 on them: abag forplastic 
bottles with #2 on them; a sack for retumable bottles; a plastic bag 
for other plastic bags; a pail for compost; and a garbage can. At 
times, I resemble a mail sorter on a lazy Susan. 

Although understand thereason forrecycling, I don’t feel 
comfortable with it. It’s one mindset to drink soda from recycled 
cans; it’s entirely different to use 100% post-consumer-waste toilet 


paper. 


Let’s not forget that much of the physical expansion of 
America was accomplished by using landfill made from refuse. 
When you are in NYC, visit Battery Park City at the foot of 
Manhattan or Co-op City in the Bronx. Each community was built 
ona foundation formed by the residue of excess. What progress can 
we expect from the Age of Recycling? We can’t even write legibly 
on recycled paper, much less build neighborhoods on it. 

As long as I am required to sort things, the government 
could extend the concept to other mundane areas of life. I could use 
some help with my laundry. I’m always mixing the whites and 
coloreds. 
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TKNOW! ~— WAIT 
LEISUSEA YOUR YESI'D 


OKAY, BEFORE WE LOOK 
70 THE FUTURE, LETS GO 
AROUND THE TABLE, AND 


FIND OUT WHERE WE WENT 


D 
imal 
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WHO WILL LEAD THE 6.0.P. : zr - HIS RVALS 


E EX WILL NO DOUBT 
TOU RN RTHIN FUTURE? | FER) Deore 10 PRESENT Hilt- SEEK TO DEFINE 


SECRE 
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es eee 2 OF SOME DISTINCTION... DIFFERENT TERMS. 


AT TODAYS % 


* APONT 
HANDLER! VIM, DEAR. 
\ 


UMVIRLAL PSS MOCAT © Ines on 


IT'S OUR TURN, RICK, WE'VE 
BEEN WAITING OUR WHOLE LIVES 
FOR A SHOT AT PUBLIC SER- 
VICE, CLINTON'S ONE OF US, 
THE POINTMAN FOR AN ENTIRE 
GENERA 


AND SOYOURE RICK, IFHE 
GONGTOSIT = CAUS, ITIL BE 
THERE BY THE = THE CULMINA- 
FEONE, WAITING TION O=EMY 

FOR HIS CALL? LIFE! ANDHE 


Wevirial peta srocan © 1992 G8 Inceou 


RICK, THEY HAVE 70 GIVE 
ME A LOOK! ITS TRUE I 
DON'T HAVE MUCH POLICY 
EXPERIENCE, BUTI DIDA 
LOT OF THE SPADE WORK ON 
THE FAMILY LEAVE BILL! 


G8 mosey 


VERMA PRE tYRDCAT © toy? 


HI, LYNN, ITS YOU DIDN'T 
RICK. ISJOANIE HEAR? SHE 
IN THE OFFICE 2 


WE CALL IT OUR 
SCAN, BE- 

CAUSE IT HELPS 

US UNPERSTAND 


{ WHATS GOING ON 
«LN YOURHEAD. — GREAT. 
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ITY, SHALL WE? 


UM... X 


OKAY, LET'S SAY YOU'RE 
WORKING NIGHT DUTY AT THE 
NEW NATIONAL ECONOMIC 
COUNCIL. SAY THE GERMAN 
STOCK MARKET 


SHE HAS TO TAKE A 

STANDARDIZED CLINTON 

APTITUDE TEST. THEY CALL 
'T THE CAT SCAN. 


PLEASE, GOD 
NO MORE 
D 


QUESTIONS. 
2 


FEEL HOW 


1AKES YOU 
“| AOL; B)INADEQUATE; 


C) LIKE A TOTAL FAILURE. 


11'S 3:30A.M, —WHAT DO 
YOU DO? A) WAKEUP THE 
SECRETARY OF THE TREA- 


STATE... 


RICHARD BETTER 2 
PETTYLAST FAKE Pe 


THE ONLY  IFYOU'RE 
CHOICES? HONEST. 


c) INTERRUPT 

THE PRESI- 

DENTS CARD 
7 GAME. 


BEETHOVEN , JEANNE & TIMOTHY 
cL @SSONVYHOXET ASYVZ 


OHI @S1LOd 


: 
ay 
w 
® 
w 
c 
im) 
U 
R 
z 
a 
+ 
wv 
m 


CALENDARS & TOYS 
% MUGS KINCENSEX 
JOURNALS & MUGS 
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unique, impo vted 
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WORLD MUSIC INSTRUMENTS Sex x 
CDs and TAPES a 


whatever your holiday gift needs, 
you'll find just the thing in our 


BIGGER, BETTER STORE 


Check our collection of 


% AUSTRIAN, CZECH and GERMAN. 
GEASS ORNAMENTS 


180 Main St Northampton 585-0815 


